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THE WELLINGTON TESTIMONIAL. 



Thi* massive obelisk, designed to commemorate the j 
achievements of the illustrious Irishman whose name it ! 
bears, stands on the highest ground in the Phoenix Park, 
on a site formerly occupied by the Salute Battery, where 
twelve pieces of cannon were mounted for discharge on 
days of public rejoicings. On the summit of an immense 
flight of steps stands a square pedestal, on the four sides 
of which are pannels, with figures in basso relievo, em- 
blematic of the principal victories won by the noble Duke. 
From this rises the massive obelisk, truncated, and, as will 
be seen by the above drawing, of thick and heavy propor- 
tions. On the side3 of the obelisk, from the top to the 
base, are inscribed the names of all the places in which 
victories were gained by the Duke, from his first career in 
India to the battle of Waterloo. Opposite to, and stand- 
ing on the centre of, the principal point, is an insulated 
pedestal, on which it is intended to place an equestrian 
3tatue of the .hero after his decease. The dimensions of 
this lofty, though not very elegant structure, may be esti- 
mated from the following measurements : — The lowest 
step, forming the base, 480 feet in circuit ; perpendicular 
r.ection of steps 20 feet ; sub-plinth of pedestal, on top of 
steps, 60 feet square, by 10 feet high j pedestal, 56 feet | 
square, by 24 feet high j obelisk, 23 feet square at base, I 
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and 1 50 high, diminishing in the proportion of one inch 
to the foot. Total height of the Testimonial, 205 feet. 

It is formed altogether of plain mountain granite ; and 
cost .£20,000, which was raised by public subscription, as a 
lasting testimony of a nation's gratitude to an individual, 
who had so well maintained the honour and valour of the 
country which gave him birth. 

We feel thatwe cannot better follow up the preceding 
article, than by giving our readers a very brief outline of 
the history of the hero, to commemorate whose achieve- 
ments the Testimonial was erected ; as well asthat of the 
very extraordinary individual from whose brow he snatched 
the laurel wreath, by a victory which, we have no doubt, 
will be looked upon in after ages as surpassing in splen- 
dour the very greatest of those achieved by the most re- 
nowned heroes of antiquity. 

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 
Napoleon Bonaparte, the most extraordinary character 
who has ever yet figured on the great theatre of the world, 
was born on the 15th August, 1769, at Ajaccio, in the 
island of Corsica. His family, although not noble, were 
respectable, and had been, of some distinction during the 
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